Where Did You Learn That!

Jamie, an adorable 4-year-old dressed in pink party clothes, was the only child at an elegant banquet table where relatives had gathered to entertain a distant great aunt. “Please pass the salt,” she asked politely, to approving smiles. But the smiles changed to shock when Jamie discovered the salt shaker was empty and loudly exclaimed, “Oh, d---!” 

You cannot shield your children from every negative influence; as they grow older, even the most protected kids will eventually hear language parents do not want them to use. Most of them will try it out, if only just to see their parents’ reactions. 

Here are some do’s and don’ts to keep in mind to help minimize the use of inappropriate language: 

· Do not overreact to inappropriate language. Doing so will encourage your child to try it again and again just to get your attention. 

· Tell your child matter-of-factly that most people (including you) do not like to hear those words and will not listen to him when he uses them. (This only works if you do not use them either.) 

· Show your child other ways to express strong feelings, including using appropriate words. 

· Do not say it is OK for grownups to use swear words but not children. This will encourage your child to use the inappropriate language. 

