Too Much Art!: Reclaiming Your Refrigerator Door

Preschoolers typically bring home upwards of 150 pieces of artwork in a given year. Is it any wonder the flood of your child's masterpieces seems endless?

If the refrigerator door is so full of artwork that it's difficult to find the handle, don't despair. Preschool artwork is an important part of your child's education - developing creativity and communication - so consider it an opportunity to exercise your own creativity.

For example: Create an art portfolio or storage bin for your child in which he can store his masterpieces. For times when your child wants to create artwork at home, you can purchase a large, spiral-bound drawing pad. This is an easy way to keep his homebound artistic efforts organized and protected. The pad can also serve as a traveling art gallery when visiting family and friends.

Another good way to handle all those preschool masterpieces is by purchasing several sizes of plastic frames and creating a revolving art gallery of your child's favorite work.

Here's another idea: Thread small binder clips onto a clothesline and fasten the line to the wall with small screws. Hang the artwork from the clips; it's easy to change the ³exhibition² often.

As the holiday season approaches, your child can make his own special gift for grandma or an uncle. With a little scissors and paste (make sure your child sees you using proper safety precautions with the scissors), a favorite piece of artwork can become a custom-created greeting card that family members will long cherish.

By the way, what if the artwork doesn't look like anything in particular? No problem. Technique is not an issue for preschoolers. The important thing is that he's engaged in open-ended creativity which builds self-esteem and allows him to express ideas and feelings, not whether it's a picture of a dog or a dinosaur.

